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A village appraisal is a type of "stocktaking” of a community, carried out by local
people, to identify whether anything requires improving, protecting or changing.
\

The appraisal presents a picture of the village as it is now and gives all residents the
opportunity to offer their own personal views and opinions (anonymously) which can
be taken into account when future decisions are made.

In autumn 1995 it was decided that a village appraisal would be a valuable exercise for
Gisbum. Although many appraisals have been carried out in other parts of the country, this
would be the first undertaken in the Ribble Valley

In March 1996, a public meeting was held,a steering committee formed and items for
consideration were raised.

Our appraisal was named "GISBURN 2001" because although the survey was to take place
in 1996, our intention would be to look forward into the next millennium.

Several months of preparation work were then embarked upon by the steering committee,
group work was undertaken with the Monday Club and St Mary's Youth Club, and in
September 1996 questionnaires were distributed and collected by 13 local volunteers.

The questionnaire was distributed to every one of the 168 households (including
farms) within the Parish of Gisburn, 84.5% of these were returned and 298 residents
of 11 years and over completed the questionnaire.

Questionnaires were also distributed to 36 businesses (not including farms) in the
Parish, 30 replies were received, giving a return of 83%.
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Using information gathered in the questionnaire and from many other sources,this
report was prepared.

The report:-
« Contains views and opinions of the residents of Gisburn.
Identifies key issues in Gisbum.
Provides useful and factual information about Gisburn.
Identifies what residents would like of and for Gisburn.
Can be used to help obtain solutions and resources for possible problems.
Can be used to help plan for the future.
Provides an interesting and useful document for the archives.
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